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The Book for the World of Tomorrow 


Excerpts from an address at the opening dinner of the War Emergency and Postwar Rehabilitation Campaign 
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HE Book—and tomorrow! Two great affirmations 

are coupled in our title. We believe in the Book, 

let there be no doubt about that; and we believe 
in tomorrow. And because we do believe in the Book, 
we believe in tomorrow; and that is what distinguishes 
us from so many other people in all the world. That is 
our hall-mark of distinction, because we walk into the 
tomorrow as we go in with the Book. 

We believe that the tomorrow that is rapidly rolling 
in upon us will be largely conditioned by and founded 
upon the things that the Book says, if the tomorrow is 
going to be worth while. We have to choose between 
alternatives. Our backs are to the wall and we have 
but two choices: be born again or fight again! No mat- 
ter how you look at it, that is the way it is going to be. 

I take it we do not believe that the Scriptures are 
something like a magic wand that could be waved over 
the heads of a reluctant nation, by that simple act 
transformed into the pure gold of fine spiritual substance. 
A Bible in your own home or a Bible in your pocket 
that is unread has no influence upon you; it is only 
when you read it—and read it—and read it, and it 
gets into the very fiber of your being, that the Bible 
becomes worth while. And it is going to be a very 
slow process. 

Why is it that we have not been able to match the 
strategy of the commercial world with the strategy of 
the spiritual world? The only way in all the world to 
make the Kingdom of God effective in this world is 
by promoting religion and Christianity with the same 
devotion and grandeur and vision that we use in the 
secular affairs of life. When we do that, we shall start 
to tilt the scales toward the Kingdom of God, and never 
shall until that time comes. That’s a hard task, you say? 
All right, leave it—and fight again. 

If we in America are godly people, our outreach into 
the world will be a godly outreach; and if the people in 
Britain are a godly people, their outreach will be the 
same; and it is that way all over the world. Therefore, 
if you are going to have a world of democratic free 
people, there is only one way of achieving it; there is 
only one way, brother, that I can find; and that is, 
that all over the length and breadth of this world there 
shall be people who are steeped in the knowledge and 
the ways of God. ; 


Now, how are they going to be steeped in the knowI- 
edge and the ways of God? They are going to be steeped 
in the knowledge and the ways of God only because 
they know the Lord, and they are going to know the 
Lord because they have been from their youth a Bible- 
reading people. They are going to pick up the Bible 
and read it, though you may find that Johnny, who has 
been away at school—thinks: “‘Oh, the Bible?—I don’t 
have to read it any more.” 

Where are the greatest peace sentiments in the world, 
and where have they prevailed? Just take a map and 
color the Bible-reading countries; hold that map up 
against the wall, and you will see the Bible-reading 
countries down over the years have been the countries 
that have striven diligently to make this world a decent 
place in which to live. Is that an accident? You know 
it is not; it is cause and effect, just as applicable as in 
any scientific invention in all the world. 

I believe in the Book, and I believe in tomorrow; and 
I believe that we all want the kind of world tomorrow 
that we all hope for and pray for, and sacrifice for; and 
it is going to come because all peoples of the world 
have had their souls moved by the Spirit of God and 
have come to know the Lord because they have read 
about him in the Scriptures. 

You put Karl von Clausewitz’ ““On War” into the 
hands of American boys or British boys, and they will 
be just as’sadistic at eighteen years of age as the Nazi 
youth of today. And you put the Bible in the hands of 
the German boy and Mein Kampf in the hands of the 
English boy, and in twenty-five years you will have the 
same result in reverse that you have now in Germany 
and England. 

I have come to believe that people are what they 
read. If a people are a Bible-reading people they are 
decent. Oh, here and there you get one that goes off 
the track, but in the main they are decent; however, 
feed the mind Clausewitz, Hitler, Goebbels, and all 
that motley crew, and you will have a race of sadists 
on your hands. This isn’t just a tradition with me; I 
believe that if you want to change the world you will 
have to direct the thinking of mankind toward God— 
not toward one man, not toward a dozen men all over 
the world. You are going to fill the world with a knowl- 
edge of God as the waters cover the sea. 
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The Church in Europe 


Excerpts from an address at the opening dinner of the War Emergency and Postwar Rehabilitation Campaign 


by Rev. A. L. Warnshuis, D.D., Foreign Counselor, Church Committee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruction 


recently returned from a trip of great importance to Great Britain, France and Switzerland 


s messengers of the Gospel of Christ, as prophets 
of the God of Truth and of Justice and of Right- 
eousness, the churches of Europe have been as 

the conscience of their respective nations. Suffering 
and danger have awakened them and there has been 
a revival of religious life. 

We must not minimize the real, physical suffering 
which they have endured. They still are hungry and 
cold and sick. Men and women and children in France 
alone, over 75,000 civilians, have been murdered, be- 
sides the tens of thousands who have been deported to 
work in the labor battalions of their enemy. In England 
life is still very grim. Thousands of people in London 
are still sleeping in the subways every night. The ma- 
terial damage is something that has to be seen to be 
appreciated. In Switzerland the problem has been that 
of taking care of the hundreds of thousands of refugees— 
in a little country of 4,000,000 people. There is a refugee 
being sheltered in almost every home; and while I was 
there they were coming across the border at the rate 
of 2,000 a day, and it was reported that 35,000 were on 
the march from Hungary. In Holland the situation is 
desperately serious. There is very little food, and in 
some of the cities there is no heat and there is no water. 
The city of Rotterdam is largely in ruins, and those 
great docks have been destroyed below the water line— 
blown up from their foundations. 

But ten times worse than the physical suffering has 
been the mental and spiritual agony. The framework 
of life has collapsed, the foundation of life has fallen 
away, the world has been breaking up; there is no law, 
no justice; there is no security in the world in which 
they have been living. They have lived in an absolutely 
arbitrary world, not knowing what another hour might 
bring. One hardly knows how to understand the mental 
agony of these people as they have been living in that 
kind of world. And to complete that picture, one has to 
draw in something of the resistance movement, and 
they spell “‘resistance” with a capital R. Fired with 
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patriotism and inspired with loyalty to the principles 
of freedom and justice, these people have lied and have 
stolen and have falsified documents, and have shot to 
kill—the end always justifying the means. The problem 
of reconciling with Christian morality what they felt 
justified in doing has meant a spiritual struggle that we 
can hardly understand. According to the head of the 
French Huguenot Church, M. Boegner, they spent many 
hours in the presbytery and in conferences discussing 
the vocation of the minister, who was no longer charged 
merely with the cure of souls but had become the com- 
munity leader in organizing the resistance—the under- 
ground railway for refugees and all these movements 
which were part of the resistance. To justify what they 
were doing as part of their work as ministers was a new 
problem that created great difficulty. 

They say now, “‘All that we have experienced be- 
comes somewhat clearer. Earlier we did not know what it 
meant and why we had to suffer like this; now it seems 
to be clearer that God is using this catastrophe to re- 
vive His church.”’ These people and these churches are 
now filled with a sense of joy and exhilaration that 
even the horrors of the concentration camps cannot 
overcome, and those who suffered most have been 
deepened and strengthened in their spiritual life. The 
church has become the conscience of the nation, frankly 
outspoken in its condemnation of wrong; and we now 
have a rich harvest of statements and declarations by 
the churches concerning the bases and criteria of social 
and national and international order. For a long time 
the church had not done that; its silence has been one 
of the causes of the present disorder. But now in Europe 
the churches have discovered that they have a message 
to proclaim to states and nations. 

In Germany the Nazi regime endeavored to incor- 
porate the church into its system and to make it an 
instrument of National Socialist propaganda and edu- 
cation; and the Confessional Church and the clergy had 
to bear the brunt of the attack. But not so in Holland 
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and in France; the indirect method was adopted there. 
About a year or so ago the Wilhelmstrasse Foreign Of- 
fice sent a man to Pastor Boegner’s parish to ask the 
churches to sign a protest against the bombardment of 
German cities and civilian populations. When they ap- 
proached Pastor Boegner with the invitation to come to 
dinner with this envoy from Wilhelmstrasse, Dr. Boeg- 
ner replied that so long as his colleagues were in prison 
in Germany he could not sit at a meeting with an officer 
of that government. Then they pressed the negotiations 
and asked him to sign the document which they had 
prepared, and his answer was, “‘The French Huguenot 
Church never makes a public declaration at the request 
of any temporal authority.” 

The church is strong as its life from within is devel- 
oped, and what has happened here is that the church 
has been awakened and its own spiritual life has been 
enlarged. ‘There has been a larger measure of co- 
operation between Protestants and Roman Catholics in 
Europe than we have ever had before. The relationship 
of the churches in Europe with those in other lands 
has become something very precious. It may have 
been something of a luxury before, but in these days 
when ecumenical fellowship was forbidden and it was 
dangerous to have relationship with people in other 
lands, they have discovered how precious it was. And 
they expect something from us in return, and expect us 
to make that fellowship real; they want us to appreciate 
the unity they feel and not come with American denom- 
inationalism and break them up into separate groups. 

An important characteristic of awakened life in the 
churches is that they have discovered that Christ 
reigns: not that He will reign, but that He reigns today! 
He is today the Lord of Life. History is in the hands of 
the Invisible Lord. Hitler doesn’t know it, the world 
doesn’t know it—but there is One stronger than the 
Fuhrer. The church knows it; and that is no longer a 
hypothetical possibility or an idealist Utopia—some- 
thing that might be true some day in the future when 
Christ comes again. He reigns today! It was His voice 
that they had heard in their own minds and hearts, 
and it is His voice that they have expressed in these 
statements. And that made the church the backbone of 
the resistance movement, and that gave the church a 
sense of superiority because it possessed a secret. The 
knowledge of that secret of the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
has given that churcha courage that will accept no com- 
promise or any separation of practical religion from 
politics, or any divorce between the spiritual life and 
materialistic society. 

Church attendance in Holland has doubled. In Paris, 
during a complete blackout, a meeting of the evangelical 
people packed to the limit a hall seating 4,000 persons. 

A further reassuring characteristic of this awakening 
is that the youth are very directly engaged in it. Youths 
in France have been leading in this movement. First 
among the refugees and people in concentration camps, 
and now in the devastated areas they are going about 
organizing classes and doing what they can in order to 
relieve the people in practical ways. It is one of the most 
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Gentlemen: 

The activities of the American 
Bible Society in providing Bibles and 
Testaments to military chaplains for 
distribution to Protestant members of 
our armed forces around the world are 
most important in giving spiritual 
strength to those who are daily facing 
the life and death hazards of war for 
the preservation of our country, our 
institutions and our beliefs. 

Your efforts to raise the funds 
necessary to keep up this most impor-= 
tant wartime activity should, I be— 
lieve, receive generous support. 


With kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 
(Sgds)VEW Rie stettinius sds: 


encouraging features of the whole movement. These 
young people, because of the central place which the 
church has come to occupy, are insisting that their 
newly organized alliance of Christian youth shall be 
associated with and under the auspices of the church. 
Finally, the dominating aspect of this revival of the 
churches is the central position that is being given to 
the Bible. I am saying this everywhere because this is 
the fact. Before the war, as some of the ministers here 
know, there was in Europe a theology that attempted 
to be biblical. We heard much from these men about 
biblical realism, but it was still a theology and not a 
part of ordinary human life. Now it is the laymen who 
are concerned. They are confronted by these issues; 
they are confronted day by day by the question whether 
they will conform to this Nazi regime, and they are 
now asking: ‘‘What does the Bible say? That is to be our 
rule.’ They are gathering in Bible classes, not simply in 
the prisoner-of-war camps where they have time on 
their hands, but in the parish, in their homes, in their 
families. Wherever they live, these people are asking, 
I think, as never before, ‘What does the Bible say? 
What is to be the rule?’”? And they are asking for Bibles 
in larger numbers than can be supplied. The esti- 
mates in the program of our Bible Societies are 
not even minimum estimates as far as these liberated 
countries of Europe and Germany itself are concerned. 
There are requests calling for 1,000,000 German Bibles 
and something like 2,000,000 for the whole of liberated 
Europe. The demands for Bibles from Bible Societies 
are going to be overwhelming, and the estimates of this 
emergency campaign are too low if we are going to 
meet the challenge of the revived church in Europe. 
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Island-wide Bible Reading 


By Marjorie E. Moore 


R. J. GONZALEZ Mo ina of Havana was a happy 
man last Christmas. He had evidence for believ- 
ing that 500,000 of Cuba’s four million people 

participated in the Nationwide Bible Reading cam- 


paign sponsored by the American Bible Society and 


promoted in Cuba from his office. 

In a nation where Catholicism is dominant and 
illiteracy is great, that is an achievement. To find out 
how he did it, I went to see Dr. Molina in his pleasant 
office on Neptuno in downtown Havana. He was get- 
ting his annual reports into shape. 

With the aid of a University of Havana student who 
spoke English, the Spanish-born, Spanish-speaking 
Cuban secretary told me about the campaign which 
opened officially November 26, Bible Sunday. 


Bible Society Booth at the Havana Book Fawr 


Immediately after news of the plans was received 
from the American Bible Society in New York, the 
Havana office got busy. Dr. Molina met with the evan- 
gelical Christian pastors of the city. He described the 
campaign to them and displayed the big colored poster 
provided for publicity. Two hundred copies of that 
poster were distributed. 

These pastors suggested that a letter and package of 
literature on the campaign be sent to pastors, Sunday- 
school superintendents and other evangelical workers 
throughout the Island—about 420 of them altogether. 
They also recommended that a Cuban poster similar to 
the American one be provided, and the Havana office 
produced it—a simple 18”x24” one-color poster fea- 
turing the photograph of a father, mother, small child 
and almost grown son reading the Bible at the dining 
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table, shafts of light from two sources overhead forming 
a big V above them. A total of 1,800 copies of that 
poster was distributed, and 5,000 smaller copies were 
used in public places as well as in churches. 

In addition to posters, leaflets about the Bible were 
prepared and distributed. ‘‘La Biblia en la Vida Ameri- 
cana Ahora,” ‘‘Lea Ud. con Atencién, Ha de Intere- 
sarle,” and ‘‘Toda la Nacién Leyendo la Biblia’? were 
three of the attractive printed pieces used during the 
campaign. Of this type of material 40,000 copies were 


_ distributed. 


The Havana office released 80,000 of the Bible read- 
ing lists. 

Not content with advance preparation, during the 
month of December Dr. Molina found other means of 
promoting the campaign. The Book Fair in Havana’s 
Central Park had an American Bible Society booth 
where Bibles could be bought and free literature picked 
up. At this booth men and women who were not mem- 
bers of evangelical Christian churches bought 187 
Bibles and 450 Testaments. 

The success of that venture encouraged the Secre- 
tary to make arrangements for a similar booth in the 
Book Fair at Matanzas, the beautiful port city east 
of the capital. Matanzas people bought a total 
of 200 Testaments, 85 Bibles and 1,500 Gospels at 
their fair. 

Bible Day returns received at the Havana head- 
quarters indicated the results of the campaign. The 
Bible Day offering in the churches was consistently 
larger than in any previous year. The pastors sent re- 
mittances and stated the number of church members 
who were reading their Bible daily during the month. 
The people had taken to the idea with unusual dili- 
gence. They said that few projects undertaken by their 
congregations had created so much spontaneous ac- 
tivity. 

An entirely unique feature of the Nationwide Bible 
Reading as the Cubans observed it was reported from 
many remote communities throughout the Island. 
Earnest Christians who could read and who owned 
Bibles shared their ability and the Word of God with 
those who had neither. In many a bofio and in many a 
chapel, neighbors met together daily to hear one of 
the more literate of them read from his Bible the pas- 
sage being read by millions of people all over the world 
that day. 

Christian students of the University of Havana helped 
promote the campaign. As counselor of the university’s 
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evangelical students, association, Dr. Molina had had 
an opportunity to enlist the help of these young men 
and women, representing the churches all over the 
Island, who spent week-ends and the Christmas vaca- 
tion at home. He also enlisted the students of evan- 
gelical schools in Havana. 

The evangelical missionaries actively sponsored the 
campaign. Their work in distributing the Scriptures is 
illustrated by one incident at the Baptist Temple dur- 
ing Christmas week. A stranger presented himself at 
the fourth-floor apartment of the Temple to ask for a 
missionary who is now retired. When he learned she 
was in the States, he seemed so disappointed that the 
missionary asked him if there was anything she could do. 

“Mrs. Moseley visited me in the T. B. Sanitarium 
last year and gave me a Testament,” he said. “‘Another 
patient there borrowed it frequently. Since his case is 
very serious and the doctors say that books sometimes 
carry infection, I was afraid to use it and when I was 
discharged I left it with him. I came to ask Mrs. 
Moseley for another Testament.” : 

From a supply of books kept on hand for just such 
purposes, Mildred Matthews gave the stranger two 
Testaments and some Gospel tracts to use in his infor- 
mal but significant evangelistic work. 


Dr. Molina explains to Methodist Missionary Agnes Malloy the 
results of the Cuban Bible Reading Campaign 


Three thousand of those Testaments and 600 Bibles 
were mentioned in the sales report of the Havana office 
for December—the largest number in any one month 
in 1944; three times the total books sold for some months. 

The little office secretary counted sixty-four differ- 
ent persons who had dropped in during December to 
ask where they could get Bibles. She sold sixty-four. 

As Dr. Molina concluded his story, he showed me the 
big report blank being prepared to mail to New York 
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City. I could see for myself the 1944 figures: 10,750 
Bibles 37,328 Testaments—a total of 220,208 copies of 
Scripture. Dr. Molina believes that the Nationwide 
Bible Reading Campaign did much to give the Bible 
to the magnificent people of Cuba. What they once get, 
he believes they cannot lose. 


U.S. Army Hospital Ship “Blanche F. Sigman’ 


The above picture was sent to the Bible Society by Chap- 
lain Francis M. Jones, who is the Chaplain aboard. Recently 
the Society sent to Chaplain Jones for distribution to the 
wounded men 60 Bibles, 400 New Testaments and some 
Gospels. 


Le 
Bible Society ‘On The Air’ Again 


B’ courtesy of the Blue Network the American Bible 

Society will join in the program ‘“‘Your Life To- 
day,” which is given on the Network Monday through 
Friday mornings at 8:15 a.m., Eastern War Time; 
7:15 a.m., Central Time. 

The Society will have the Monday morning broad- 
¢ast for a period of six months under the theme ‘‘The 
Bible Speaks.’ Secretary North will be the speaker 
during April and Secretary Betts in May. It is expected 
that Dr. Stifler, long a favorite broadéaster for many, 
will join in the series later. 

If readers of the Record wish to hear these programs, 
which will be full of interest and give the day a good 
start, they should write to two or three of their most 
frequently used stations asking if they will carry the 
program. Inquire of your nearest Blue Network station 
and tell them you wish to listen. 

The topics during April will be: April 2, “The Bible 
Speaks to Human Hearts”; April 9, ‘‘The Bible Speaks 
to Our Armed Forces”; April 16, ‘‘The Bible Speaks 
Behind the Barbed Wire’’; April 23, ‘““The Bible Speaks 
to Men and Nations’’; April 30, ‘‘The Bible Speaks to 
Liberated Peoples.” 

The first broadcast is Monday morning, April 2, at 
8:15 a.m., Eastern War Time. 


APRIL, 1945 


One Tire $1,000—One Bible 60 Cents 


Reprinted from The Cathedral Age 


By Elgin Groseclose 


Sometime Treasurer-General of Iran 


RIcES are high in Iran. A neighbor of mine in 
Prteteran had a wheel and tire stolen from his small 

American-make automobile. He paid the equiva- 
lent of $1,900 for a new wheel and tire. Along the 
Lalezar, which is the Broadway of Teheran, one may 
find in the brightly lit shops American cosmetics, 
razor blades, dentrifices and soaps, but at prices that 
would startle an American drug store proprietor. Razor 
blades may be had for four dollars a dozen and up- 
wards. A tube of tooth paste may cost a dollar and a 
half. A cake of a popular American toilet soap sells for 
half a dollar. ; 

And yet with all the pushing up of prices, the price 
of one article of enormous value has not changed, and 
it is at once the cheapest and the dearest thing to be 
had in the Teheran market. One may go to the shop of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society on Sevom-Isfand 
Street and obtain’a copy of the precious Word of God, 
well printed and bound in buckram, for only 60 cents, 
a fact that reminds one of the lines, 


***Tis Heaven alone that is given away, 


°Tis only God may be had for the asking.” 


Greatest Value in the World 


The Persians recognize the great value of this ware. 
Last year more Bibles, Scripture portions and texts 
were sold in Iran than ever before in the history of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. It is not, however, 
because the price is cheap that people are buying the 
Word of God, but because the worth is great; for it is a 
pearl of great price. Actually, among the poor, who are 
avid purchasers of Bibles and Scripture portions, the 
price is still very high in money. For the workman who 
receives the equivalent of less than a dollar a day and 
must pay around a dollar and a half for a pound of 
sugar, the same for a pound of cooking oil, and propor- 
tionately high prices for other articles of food and cloth- 
ing, the laying out of even a few cents for a Scripture 
portion becomes a great sacrifice and hardship. 

Nevertheless, the demand for the Bible is great. 
Colporteurs of the Society are unable to supply the 
need. That indefatigable evangelist, Bill Miller, who 
has toured Iran from the borders of Turkey on the west 
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to the Baluchistan frontier on the east, and has dis- 
tributed Christian literature everywhere he has gone, 
tells me that Scripture portions go rapidly. His stock is 
often limited and in order to scatter the seed over as 
much ground as possible, when he goes on tour he 
divides up his supply of Bibles and Scripture portions in 
accordance with the number of villages he intends to 
visit. Early in the morning he takes his satchel and goes 
into the market street to offer his wares. Long, long 
before the morning is over his satchel is empty and 
many would-be purchasers are turned away. 

The people of Iran are vexed today with many serious 
and baffling problems. Having supplanted their ancient 
modes of camel and wagon transport by motor trucks 
and railways, and unable now to obtain trucks and 
tires and railway equipment for their needs, they face 
conditions of near starvation in their cities, and break- 
down of their trade and handicrafts. The presence of 
foreign armies has produced political unsettlement. 
Many leaders of the country fear that the country may 
lose its ancient sovereignty, that the foreign powers may 
not promptly withdraw their armies when peace has 
come. There are also the problems of poverty and of 
social and economic inequities which long antedate the 
war and cry for solution. 

People are not buying Bibles and Scripture portions, 
however, because they hope to find in them solutions 
to these problems. Some buy because of curiosity, no 


doubt; they want to know what is so important as to 


lead an American missionary to leave home and friends 
and country for a distant land and spend his life among 
a strange people, giving them his love and interest and 
helping them in their troubles; and they want to know 
what is contained in these pamphlets and books which 
he so highly prizes. 


The Matchless Story of Jesus 


Others have heard of Jesus, whom their own Prophet 
acknowledges as a Prophet, though not the Son of God, 
and they wish to read the matchless story of His life. 
They discover it is a story far more fascinating, dramatic 
and enthralling than any to be found in their own litera- 
ture—in the Shah Nameh, for instance, the epic story of 
their kings and heroes; or the Gulistan, the treasured 
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collection of moral tales of their poet Sa’di; or the 
Thousand Nights and a Night. 

But above all they are buying and reading because 
they find in these words a solace for their sorrow which 
they have never found before, a hope to sustain them 
in their misery, a means of release from the shackles of 
sin, and the promise of life eternal. 

But if, by and large, they search the Scriptures for 
answers to personal problems they find in them equally 
the answers to the economic, social and political prob- 
lems by which their country is now confused and en- 
meshed. 

To assist the people of Iran to solve their economic 
and political difficulties, the American government has 
been dispatching aid of various sorts. Quantities of 
wheat have been made available to meet the bread 
crisis; trucks have been lend-leased to meet the trans- 
port shortage; numbers of experts have been sent to 
assist in solving the financial tangle and to help main- 
tain the political administration. But valuable as this 
aid is, and welcomed as an expression of the political 
interest of a great nation in a smaller, it can be cons 
sidered only of temporary effectiveness and in the na- 
ture of a palliative. The basic problem goes deeper. 

And that problem, which is the world problem—the 
basic problem of human sin—which many still fondly 
hope to solve by laws and political organizations, by 
raising the “‘standard of living,” by military means, or 
financial means, the Church has long comprehended 
and offers for it the only solution that is abiding and 
eternal—salvation through Jesus Christ. 

In Iran, as all over the globe, are remote districts 
and geographical points in which our armies are now 
bivouacked for the first time in history, and which 
Americans at home are only now discovering through 
newspaper and radio dispatches, but with which the 
Church has been acquainted for decades and longer, 
and to which it has been sending its emissaries with 
their message of salvation. The first Protestant mission- 
aries to Iran arrived over a century ago. 


The Power of the Word 


Bill Miller recently had a striking example of the 
power of the Word to change the conditions of mankind 
—and incidentally learned a great lesson in faith and 
the power of God to support the hands of willing serv- 
ice. In 1921 he had spent eight months in Seistan, a 
desolate region toward the Baluchistan frontier. Eight 
fruitless months they had seemed to him then, young 
and eager as he was for prompt sprouting of the Seed; 
and he left with a sense of discouragement and of love’s 
labor lost. 

Work took him elsewhere and for two decades he 
labored in other parts of Iran, and with time came ma- 
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turing of patience and understanding. Finally he was 
sent again to eastern Iran, and he journeyed with 
eagerness to revisit the scenes of his earlier ministry. 
He came to the town of Zahedan at the end of the Balu- 
chistan railroad, and while there he heard of a Baluchi 
chieftain of exceptional character. 

During the warring of some years ago between the 
Baluchis and the Iranian government, this chieftain had 
been a notable factor for composing the differences 
between the government and the tribesmen. 

This man professed to be a Christian and said he 
held to the teachings of Jesus. 

Bill was eager to meet the man, and the man was 
evidently eager to meet Bill; for before Bill left Zahedan 
the chieftain came to see him. 

Bill expressed his joy at meeting a Christian brother 
and asked him how long he had been a believer in 
Christ. 

“Some years ago an English missionary visited 
our district and by him was I baptized, but I had 
been a Christian long before that,’ explained the 
chieftain. 

‘‘And from whom did you hear the Gospel?” Bill in- 
quired. 

‘*From no one,”’ said the chieftain. 

Bill’s curiosity was aroused and he asked how he had 
become a Christian if he had not talked with anyone. 

‘From reading the Bible,’’ said the man. 

‘And from whom did you get the Bible?”’ Bill asked, 
expecting him to say he had bought it in Quetta or in 
India. 

To Bill’s amazement the chieftain said, ‘‘From you!” 

And then he explained how as a young man he had 
come to see Bill when Bill was in Seistan twenty-one 
years earlier, had bought a Bible from Bill, and as a 
result of reading it in his own home had become 
convinced of the truth of the Gospel and_ believed 
in Christ. 

Today the conflicts of the world are being settled by 
force of arms. Because of the dazzling achievements of 
arms, first by the Germans, more recently by the Allies, 
many will be tempted when the peace comes to trust 
the maintenance of peace to military power, forgetting 
that what saved England after Dunkirk was the inter- 
vention of God, and what rallied the world to her sup- 
port was not her military power but the power of the 
moral idea for which she stood. But the Church has 
its Own great directive, which is to proclaim Jesus 
Christ as the supreme authority in the lives of men. 
Not political authority, nor the organizations of trade 
and finance, but Jesus, can bring the Bread of Life to 
a hungry world, the true balm of Gilead to a wounded 
humanity, the peace that passeth all understanding; 
and it is by spreading the Good News of His coming 
that the dearest hopes of the Church will be realized. 
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PROGRESS REPORTS 
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY BIBLES NOT BOMBS 


Washington 
Mr. Rome A. Berts, General Secretary 
gat $2,932,600 F 

American Bible Society 
Bible House, Park Avenue & Fifty-Seventh St. 2,800,000 
New York 22, New York 2,700,000 T Mi OR R OW’s 
My dear Mr. Betts: 2,600,000 

In_reply to your letter of December 29, 2,500,000 WO RLD 
1944, you are authorized to use the following 
statement in connection with your nation- tet 
wide campaign for funds to provide Bibles, 2,300,000 
Testaments and portions of Scriptures to be H th 
used by your Society for its War, Post-War 2,200,000 A Fa Lh 
and Rehabilitation Program: 

- 2,100,000 $2,932,600 


‘From its early days the U. S. Navy has 
appreciated the value of the Bible and its 2,000,000 


place in the life of our country. Since the year fund grows. 


1821, when your Society arranged to supply 1,900,000 
3500 Bibles to the U. S. Navy, the American 1,800,000 
Bible Society has been one of the principal ; 
sources from which the Navy has been pro- 1,700,000 Have you helped 
vided with the Holy Scriptures. renner 
1,600,000 P . 

“The Navy Department never has requested with your own gift; 
‘funds from the Congress for the purpose of 1,500,000 
supplying copies of the Holy Scriptures, or . hers 
portions thereof, to personnel of the U. S. 1,400,000 by Ursin g,orie 
Navy. The Department has felt it is for the 
best interest of all concerned if citizens of the 1,300,000 to give? 
United States, through channels of their own 1,200,000 
choice, provide copies of the Scriptures for its 
personnel. When the people of our country 1,100,000 
do this, it brings our citizens into closer per- 
sonal touch with the religious ministrations 1,000,000 
provided for the men and women serving in 900.000 
the Navy and also gives an added significance : 
to their gifts. 800,000 

“In the present war, our people, through 700,000 
the American Bible Society and kindred or- : 
ganizations, have been most faithful in meet- 600,000 
ing the needs of service personnel of the U. S. 
Navy for copies of the Bible, the New Testa- 500,000 
ment, portions of the Scriptures, and other re- 
ligious literature. Speaking for the U.S. Navy, 400,000 
I wish you every success in your nation-wide * 

: : 300,000 
campaign, knowing that the procurement of 
these funds will mean the authentication by 200,000 
our people of. their desire that you continue 
your fine work for our personnel.” 100,000 
Very sincerely yours, 
(signed) James Forrestal *$379,378 as of January 31, 1945, 
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Early English Scriptures, IV 


THE BIBLE ORDERED READ IN THE CHURCHES 
By Henry H. Meyer 


HEN William Tyndale suffered martyrdom in 

Belgium in 1536, his dying prayer was not 

for himself but for the King of England, Henry 

VIII, whose policies of state were being shrewdly de- 

termined by his Machiavellian Chancellor, Thomas 
Cromwell. * 

“Tord, open the King of England’s eyes!”—This 

was Tyndale’s fervid petition, though he dared not 

hope that his prayer would be answered soon. Yet, so 


This picture of Coverdale is, apparently, the only one extant. His- 
torical records portray him as good, gentle, modest, tactful, loyal, able, 
cultured, and brave 


far as the King’s attitude toward sanctioning an English 
Bible was concerned, the courageous martyr’s prayer 
had already been answered even before it was uttered. 
Tyndale’s New Testament had been ruthlessly de- 
stroyed and its reading strictly prohibited by Church 
and State authorities in England; but the light it had 
kindled in the hearts and minds of the English people 
had prompted the Convocation of Bishops, as early as 
1534, to petition His Majesty the King that he authorize 
a translation of the Bible into English. Sensing the rising 
tide of popular demand for the Scriptures in English, 
Cromwell directed Myles Coverdale to publish the 
translation on which he was already engaged. ** 


*Not to be confused with Oliver Cromwell of a century later. 
**Cf. last paragraph of Article III in the Record for March. 
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Coverdale Bible 


This Bible was printed on the Continent in 1535 and 
reached England the next year, 1536, where it was 
gladly received. Coverdale, as was pointed out in the 
preceding article, made no pretense of having produced 
an original translation, giving full credit to the Dutch 
(German) and Latin sources used, and to the help of 
five sundry “‘interpreters’’ (translators), chief among 
them evidently being Tyndale, whose New Testament 
translation he followed closely.*** Coverdale, more- 
over, expressed the hope that the Bible he had produced 
might soon be displaced by a better text—as in reality 
both his own version and that of Matthew were in 1539 
by the “Great Bible.” 


Coverdale, as perhaps few others, understood the. 
value of ‘‘dyuerse translacyons’’ each of which assists 
in the understanding of the others, and “‘in the head 
article & grounde of oure most blessed faith, though 
they vse sondrye wordes; wherfore methynke we haue 
greate occasyon to geue thanks vnto God, that he hath 
opened vnto his church the gyfte of interpretacyon & 
of pryntying, and that there are now at this tyme so 
many, which with such diligéce and faithfulnes inter- 
prete the scripture to the honoure of God and edifyenge 
of his people.’’t 

A preface to a revised edition of Coverdale’s Bible 
included a prayer to be offered before reading the 
sacred Scriptures, together with sentence prayers to 
follow the reading of a chapter or passage. We quote 
in part: 

‘“‘O Lorde God almyghtye which long ago saydest by 
the mouth of Iames thyne Apostle: Yf ony of you lacke 
wysdome, let him aske of God. . . . Heare my peticyon 
for this thy promes sake, . . .” 


Following this prayer came the direction that— 
“After the ende of ony Chapter, (yf thou wylt) saye 
these verses folowynge: 


““Leade me (O Lorde) in thy waye & let me walke in 
thy trueth. O let myne heart delyte in fearynge thy 
name. 


“Order my goynges after thy worde, yt (that) no 
wickednesse rayne in me. 


2 se 
Kepe my steppes within thy pathes, lest my fete 
turne into ony contrayre waye.”’ 
***Cf. J. Patterson Smyth, “How We Got Our Bible,” pp. 115, 116. 
tWestcott: History of the English Bible, p. 60. 
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Matthew’s Bible 


This translation was actually the work of John 
Rogers, a chaplain of merchant traders with whom in 
1534’ he had come to Antwerp, where he had been 
greatly influenced by Tyndale. So close had been their 
friendship that Rogers had inherited (or rescued) Tyn- 
dale’s unpublished manuscripts of Old Testament Books 
(Joshua through II Chronicles). These, together with 
Tyndale’s New Testament and Pentateuch, were in- 
corporated with but slight changes into this new ver- 
sion. The Books of the Old Testament, Ezra to Malachi 
and the Apocrypha, were from Coverdale’s Bible. The 
translation thus produced by Rogers appeared under 
the name of Thomas Matthew. Apparently the name 
Matthew was a nom de plume adopted to disguise the 
fact that so large a portion of the translation was ac- 
tually that of Tyndale. The printing and transporta- 
tion, moreover, were financed by English merchants, as 
in the case of Tyndale’s New Testament. 

The nom de plume authorship, together with the promi- 
nence of the London merchants who sponsored its pub- 
lication, were responsible for the royal license and dedi- 
cation to Henry VIII that appear on the title page of 
the Matthew’s Bible. Thus were Scriptures as trans- 
lated into English by Tyndale unwittingly approved 
and their wide circulation promoted by those re- 
sponsible for his exile and martyrdom. 

John Rogers, who returned to England and remained 
a devout adherent of the new Protestant faith, was 
among the first to suffer martyrdom under Queen 
Mary I, the eldest daughter of Henry VIII, during her 
desperate effort to reinstate the authority, rites and ob- 
servances of the Roman Church. 

With the publication of the Matthew’s Bible the trans- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures into English had been 
licensed, but had not yet been commanded to be read 
in the churches. That distinction was given to another 
new version, again prepared by Coverdale at Crom- 
well’s direction, prompted perhaps by fear on the part of 
Cromwell that the substantial identity of the Matthew’s 
Bible with that of Tyndale might come to the knowledge 
of the King. 


The Great Bible 


In executing this new task Coverdale could hardly 
do otherwise than make the Matthew’s Bible the basis 
of this new version, which he did. The new Bible, 
which reached England in 1539, was a large and splen- 
didly printed volume intended for reading from the 
church pulpits throughout England. Its size, elegance 
and importance were the occasion of its being desig- 
nated ‘‘The Great Bible.” The textual improvement 
over Coverdale’s first Bible was largely in the Old 
Testament, for the translation of which he had access 
to Miinster’s Latin Version, a text superior to both 
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the Latin and the Swiss-German, on which he had re- 
lied in making his earlier translations. # 


There was as yet no printing establishment in Eng- 
land equipped to produce this large Bible with appro- 
priate type. Coverdale and his supervising assistant, 
Grafton, therefore proceeded to Paris and obtained a 
license from King Francis for the execution of the work, 
the printing thereupon being undertaken by the noted 
French printer Regnault. Before the task was completed, 
however, the Inquisitor-General for France forbade the 
further progress of the enterprise and ordered the con- 
fiscation of the sheets already printed. Forewarned, 
Coverdale and Grafton escaped with presses, types and 
workmen to London, rescuing also a large portion of 
the printed sheets, which had been sold for waste paper 
instead of being burnt. The evilly designed interference 
of the Inquisition proved to be a blessing in disguise, 
since England thereby obtained the men and materials 


The Great Bible—Read in the Churches 


needed, not only for this important task, but for the 
advancement of printing in England. 

The ‘‘Great Bible’? was soon completed and its ex- 
hibition and reading in all the churches ordered. Each 
Bible was chained to a reading desk to prevent its being 
removed by the people who eagerly sought to know its 
contents. It is recorded that at Saint Paul’s in London 
eight copies of the Bible were thus installed, each near 
one of the entrances to the auditorium. But it soon 
became necessary to prohibit the reading of these 
Bibles during the hours of divine service, because the 
eager multitudes preferred to hear the actual words of 
the Holy Scriptures rather than the exposition given 
by the clergy, often disturbing the service by simul- 
taneous reading of the Bible. 

Thus it was more than 800 years since the Venerable 
Bede had translated the Gospel of John into Anglo- 
Saxon, and only 400 years ago, that the people of Eng- 
land were privileged to read the Word of God from an 
‘“‘authorized”’ printed English Bible. 
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. The Versions Department and the War 


By James Oscar Boyd 


HAT a universal war can do to a Bible Society 

whose field is the world is obvious so far as its 

departments of publication and distribution are 
concerned. The paper and other materials that go into 
the making of a book; the transportation of books by 
land and sea from the places of their production to the 
places of their use; the problem of securing, holding or 
replacing personnel required for all the processes of 
printing, binding, shipping, accounting, correspond- 
ence—such are matters that are the first things we 
think of, ina vision of war’s toll. 

But this article has been written to show the readers 
of the Record that even the department of versions is 
profoundly affected by this war. Here is a joint task of 
missionary translators, some of them on their fields with 
their colleagues and native helpers, others on furlough 
in the homelands, and of our own and our sister Bible 
Societies. How are these cooperating agencies ham- 
pered by war conditions? 

The establishment and tightening of censorship affect 
far more than one would suppose the interchange of 
manuscripts in all sorts of tongues, and of the “‘helps”’ 
with their rather mysterious lists of words and phrases. 
These queer documents do in time find their way 
through the censors’ hands, but the delays are often seri- 
ous and always exasperating. 

There are of course the risks of transportation, espe- 
cially by sea, experienced more in the earlier stages of 
the war than now. One missionary, returning from 
Africa on furlough, told us as he handed over the bulky 
and precious document he was entrusted with by his 
mission, that when a submarine alarm called for prepa- 
ration to abandon ship, he strapped the Scripture ver- 
sion firmly about him, determined that if he himself was 
saved his manuscript also should be saved, and if the 
manuscript was lost he would not survive it. 


But the most comprehensive changes in the versions 
program are those occasioned by the shutting off of 
whole areas of the mission fields (chiefly through Japa- 
nese occupation in southeastern Asia and the Pacific 
Islands) and, in such “open” areas as the Western Hem- 
isphere, the concentration of literacy campaigns with 
their sure tendency to produce new versions for new 
readers. 

These two facts account for nearly all of the differ- 
ences between the lists of versions for the years before 
Pearl Harbor and the years since the close of 1941. 
The writer returned from Vienna in 1937 to take up the 
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work of this department, and the seven years since then 
have been divided between the pre-war period, when 
Philippine languages occupied most of his attention, 
and the war period, in which a variety of African 
tongues has claimed the first place—tasks laid on our 
American doorstep because the British and Foreign, 
and other Bible Societies, have been unable to put them 
through the press and get them to the fields. There is 
space for little more than the names of the two series 
of languages and of what each consisted. 

1. The prewar period. 

A first Gospel was submitted for publication in the 
following Filipino tongues: Cuyono (spoken much more 
widely than on the tiny Cuyo Island group in the 
Visayan Sea), the Gospel of John; Maranaw Moro (one 
of several ‘“‘Moro”’ dialects), the Gospel of Luke; and 
in the Palao (or Pelew) archipelago, now partly wrested 
from Japan, the Gospel of Matthew, which was to 
have been printed in Japan as a ‘‘diglot’? with the 
Japanese Matthew beside it. 

Other Filipino languages in which versions were sub- 
mitted for examination were Subano and Manobo (Gos- 
pel of Luke) and Maguindanao (Gospel of John). And 
the largest project of the period 1937-1941 was the re- 
vision of the entire New Testament in Panayan, one of 
the chief dialects of ‘“‘Visayan.’? When our comments 
on the Maguindanao were returned to us shortly after 
Pearl Harbor with the notation “‘Service discontinued,” 
that marked the close of the period. 


2. The war period. 


The first version in an African tongue (the Malinké 
or Maninka) that we were asked to examine was not a 
sudden venture, since the whole New Testament had 
been mimeographed and in use on the field for some 
time. But the war was responsible for turning to the 
American Bible Society for its publication after the 
National Bible Society of Scotland had been looking 
forward to producing it. On the other hand, the Moré 
version, in which also the whole Testament was fin- 
ished though not printed, was intended to be brought 
out by our Society. The Four Gospels appeared last 
summer, while the rest of the New Testament is now in 
press after a comprehensive revision. Both these ver- 
sions belong to French West Africa, to large and impor- 
tant tribal groups. Another New Testament in the 
French colonial area is the Yipounou, spoken in the 
Gabon district of French Equatorial Africa. Its publi- 
cation has been delayed by a revision of the way of 
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writing the sounds of the language. Far inland the 
Gbéa dialect of Baya and the Karré language are spoken 
by tribes among whom American missions have been at 
work and for whom Bible Portions had already been 
printed in Britain. Our Society has added Acts to the 
Gbéa, and John is being brought out in the Karré. 


The vast area of the Belgian Congo has French as its 
cultural background, like the African parts of France’s 
colonial empire. A trade language colored by French 
and widely used in the Congo, known as Commercial 
Kikongo, was represented on the list of African Scrip- 
tures even before the war, by Portions rendered into 
two dialects; and when the war turned the missionaries 
working in these dialects to the American Bible Society, 
complete Testaments in both of them were either fin- 
ished or in process of completion. A Gospel in one of 
them and Acts in the other were published. They proved, 
however, to be so similar that after our examination, 
and recommendation to unite on just one version, both 
missions are now planning to arrive by mutual conces- 
sions and accommodations at a common dialect. In 
the Avlega language area, where three Gospels had pre- 
viously been published, we have examined and printed 
John’s Gospel and Acts. At the southern tip of the 
Congo Belge live some of the Africans who speak Lwena 
(or Luvale), while the rest of this large group live across 
the border of Angola to the west, or, of northern Rho- 
desia to the south. These have had for years an entire 
New Testament, but there is now in press a revised ver- 
sion, brought to New York by the translator with the 
one purpose of seeing it through the press. 


Within this war period Tanganyika has been given a 
whole Testament in Ayita, and is about to receive the 
Gospel of John in Jlamba. All these versions have had 
the benefit of our ‘‘tests’’ for consistency and fidelity to 
the original texts. 


Our work for translators laboring in the Americas 
and other areas easily accessible from New York has 
simply continued as before the war. But the submission 
of manuscript versions has been stepped up of late, 
partly because of fresh impetus due to plans to supple- 
ment literacy campaigns with Scriptures ready to be 
read by the newly literate, but even more because of 
the vigorous efforts of the “‘Wycliffe Bible Translators” 
to prepare, place and assist young men and women 
recruited for the specific task of reducing unwritten 
tongues to writing and turning the Holy Scriptures 
into them for publication. It would unduly extend this 
article to attempt even a list of the Indian tongues of 
North America, Mexico, Central America and South 
America in which versions, more or less perfect, have 
been submitted to the American Bible Society for 
printing. The pace is quickening every year, and the 
end is not even in sight. 
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The Spanish dialect spoken on the island of Curagao, 
called Papiamento (that is, ““Speech’’), has the Gospel of 
John now, rendered faithfully into its mixed and curious 
idioms. And a beginning (the Gospel of John) has been 
made just this year in the laudable project of producing 
the New Testament in the French patois spoken by 
nearly three million Negroes in the Republic of Haiti. 
It is spelled in the phonetic script adopted with gov- 
ernmental approval and vastly easier for the islanders 
to learn to read than the literary form of French. It is 
called ‘“‘Haitian Creole.” 


Picture Post Cards 


on the 


History of the English Bible 


Picture post cards especially prepared for students 
in church schools, public schools and women’s groups 
are now available at 50 cents for a set of 12 (not sold 
separately). 


The set is packed in a special envelope with a leaf- 
let giving an historical survey of the development of 
the English Bible. Photographs in black and white 
glossy prints made from pictures by great artists and 
from documented films, with brief explanation on the 
back, present the following subjects: 


1—Making of the Old Testament—Moses and the 
Stone Tablets 


2—First Translation of the Old Testament—Greek 
Papyrus 


3—Making of the New Testament—The Apostle 
Paul 


4—First Translation of the Entire Bible—Jerome 
5—First English Translation—Bede 

6—First English Bible—John Wycliffe 

7—First Printed Bible—Johannes Gutenberg 
8—First Bible of the Reformation—Martin Luther 


J—First Printed New Testament in English— 
William Tyndale 


10—First Printed Bible in English—Miles Cover- 
dale 


11—Authorized Version of King James—Hampton 
Court Conference 


12—Diagram of the History of the English Bible 
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Bible Reading Program 


O many compliments have come from 
S friends who received the Society’s 
1945 Bible Reading calendar that it 
seems appropriate to print the lists of 
monthly passages in the Record for the 
benefit of those who for some reason 
may not have gotten one. 

It is not intended to duplicate or 
supplant any plan of church or de- 
nomination which readers are now 
following, but rather to serve as a help 
to those who do not have any regular 
reading plan now. 


APRIL 
Date Book Chapter 
MWK ea tore te cc ke 1:1-25 
DUSK Chee pet chee al Ne dey, 1:26-56 
SMS UUKG tee terres gt Sultans alls 1:57-80 
AMM IKE ats Bates ciate Pe eee 2:1-21 
By... Lbpueee 5 dren nen eee ete Eee 222-52, 
Gapluikem pices ethane 3:1-23 
MEE LIKG Mee te thu, f ee tee 4:1-30 
SM Ke hr canta s ae 4:31-5:11 
OMe uken st ta ae kee tyres oe 5712-39 
OMRMGUK Cts: freak ecb 6:1-26 
URUK ey pert a esi sien: 6:27-49 
Mme Ke cetacean tee Seo ce T-1=23 
Sime le tike ns aey-r. Skin Beni o ) tonsa 7:24-50 
TAME Gapet ae orate ek yee 8:1-25 
iS Mee kee eek oma. ee ks 8:26-56 
Gmmelcuketer ss pack srt ences 9:1-27 
dae Ukesereie te es 9:28-56 
DS aeeluikemt eee eit, 9:57-10:20 
OME IK Pian tari stetacnnt, siya HO 1=42 
62 


Date Book Chapter 
20 Ake ies iaa eee eae 11:1-26 
Dy LK Cae eset ee oe ee 11:27-54 
DO TEAK Cae oer SMe Ne eae 12:1-21 

Be eae a wane e aaa e 12:22-48 
2.46 Uke ae hee 12:49-13:17 
Agee Bil cote rete By rere PPR 13:18-14:6 
2.6% Uke wien ean eee eee ee 14:7-35 
2147 Liké det ee 5 ee ee 5 
20: Lukey act eee eee 16 
LE Aer ek eRe Are Ried aera ons Fone 197; 
SLO wa Erb corse eden. cae mirwheee Deke 18:1-30 


Chaplains’ Requests 


Recently the following urgent re- 
quest from Chaplain Herman N. Ben- 
ner (at the front, Belgium) was re- 
ceived: 

‘*Please rush the Testaments, as most 
of my men lost all their materials in 
this past month’s exhaustive fighting in 
the ‘Battle of the Bulge.’ 

“Tt is impossible to get any New Tes- 
taments over here or religious literature 
either. We are having to start from 
scratch again, equipping ourselves and 
our men. You can never know how 
much we appreciate your kindness.” 


Ut sf 


From Port Chaplain Harold C. Rein- 
king came this request: 

“We should like to place an order 
with you for as many P43 Bibles as are 
obtainable at this time. 

“We should also appreciate receiving 
whatever number you find convenient 
to send at the earliest possible date. 

“Our last shipment consisted of 10,- 
000 from you, all of which have been 
distributed at this date. We thank you.” 


February Meeting 
of the Board 


A hes tenth stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society in its one hundred and 
twenty-ninth year was held at the Bible 
House, Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York 22, New York, on Thursday, 
February 1, 1945, at 3:30 o’clock, Pres- 
ident Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the 
Chair. 


Devotional exercises were conducted 
by the Reverend James P. Gillespie. 


The minutes of the ninth stated meet- 
ing of the year were approved. 


Soe EPS 


The following Memorial Minute was 
adopted: 


E. Clarence Miller 


The Board of Managers records with 
sorrow the death of Vice President E. 
Clarence Miller, LL.D., a distinguished 
Lutheran layman, on March 3, 1944, after 
nearly twenty years as a Vice President of 
the Society. A leader in the widespread 
work of his denomination and for twenty- 
six years its Treasurer, for thirty-two years 
one of the Managers of the American 
Sunday School Union and for the last 
nineteen its President, his life was an ex- 
emplar of devoted, skilled and far-reach- 
ing Christian service. His interest and 
helpfulness in the affairs of the Bible So- 
ciety were greatly valued. The Officers 
and Managers share the deep sense of loss 
of his many friends and colleagues. 


The resignation of Mr. Samuel H. 
Libby as a member of the Board was 
accepted with deep regret. 


Mr. C. C. Spaulding of Durham, 
North Carolina, was elected a Vice 
President. 


The minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and ap- 
proved and their recommendations 
adopted. 


First copies of the Gospel of St. Luke 
in Haitian Creole and of the Gospels of 
St. Luke and St. John in Japanese 
large-size type were presented. 


The Reverend Samuel Pettagrue was 
appointed Secretary of the Dallas Di- 
vision of the Agency among the Colored 
People. 


A grant of 4,500 Bibles and 4,000 
New Testaments to the American Sun- 
day School Union on the Sale and Dis- 
tribution Plan was authorized. 


The meeting was adjourned. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Society 
Record invites reprinting of its arti- 
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are not copyrighted. 
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Yes, you can help make this world safe for 
your children and for their children too. 


For when you help spread the Word of God 
to fighting men, war prisoners, civilians in 
devastated areas and to people in need every- 
where, you help combat the pagan forces which 
have been destroying our world—and you 
speed the day mankind will live in peace and 
security. 


The need is urgent of our civilization is to sur- 
wwe and progress. That is why the American 
Bible Society must expand its War Emergency 
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Fund. Your dollars are needed as never before! 


Send your contribution today! Or better 
still, why not secure an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, which helps in this vital 
work and at the same time provides a gener- 
ous lifetime income for yourself or for a loved 
one. 


Investigate this Christian Plan which ena- 
bles you both to give and receive and which 
also entitles you to certain tax exemptions. 
Write now for the interesting booklet A Gift 
That Lives. 
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